Essay

Parents’ opinions differ as to whether to buy a large collection of toys for their children. Some parents believe that it would be a great way for children to have fun and enjoy themselves, while others are concerned that this may have negative implications in developing good habits for children. 
 

It is undeniable that toys play an important role in childhood to create fun and happy memories for children. There are toys which help develop certain skills for children, and these can act as a tool for parenting and education too. For example, my little brother likes to play with Lego, which is a great way to develop kids’ intelligence and the teamwork as many children like to work together to complete building a castle or a ship. Therefore, if parents could have their children to play with a variety of different toys, they would be able to gain more skills and increase creativity. Moreover, some people noticed that children who have a lot of toys are more likely to share the toys with their friends, which is also a good way to build relationship with others and understand the importance of sharing. 
 

On the other hand, the negative implications of giving too many toys to children are discussed in terms of cultivating some bad habits, including the habit of wasting and easily losing interest to new things. It is possible that children could be spoiled in this way and they are less likely to cherish what they have, and they may develop the habit of wasting things in the long term. Another concern could be that with so many new toys to choose, children may easily lose interest in one toy and move on to the next one. As a result, they will potentially get bored very quickly and ask for more new toys. If children grow with this habit, they will lose interest to new things easily and it is more difficult for them to stay focused in certain field, which is one of the essential skills requires for studying and working in their future life. 
 

In conclusion, although children are always attracted by new and interesting toys, to help develop positive and healthy habits for children. parents should avoid giving too much and whatever they ask for.
 

Report on Your Task 2 Essay 

(Your essay about toys)
See also the copies of the Band Descriptors for Task 2.

My Overall Advice
· On Wechat you mentioned your fear of writing an essay that seems to be written by a primary school kid. I understand that but I suggest not being afraid of expressing your ideas in simple and clear terms. Even Band 9 essays usually express ideas that are, in reality, rather simple. I suggest trying a little less to impress the examiner and trying a little more to communicate your ideas in simple, clear language. Band 7 is usually like that. 

I know this advice is easier said than done but try to keep the idea in your head that the Number 1 priority of a good essay is to communicate clearly. Number 2 is to “impress” the examiner. You might be surprised to know that some people get 7.0 for a Task 2 even with rather simple language, simply because they express themselves very clearly. So don’t be afraid to just be a little simpler in the ways your express yourself.

Overall, this essay would have been easier for you to write if you had chosen a question that was written in a more standard way i.e., written by the IELTS organization, such as from the Cambridge Practice IELTS books. That is, question wording that specifically asks you to express your opinion, rather than a question wording that seems to ask you to write facts.
	Task Response
	   7 or 8

	Coherence and Cohesion
	   7

	Lexical Resource
	   7 or 6

	Grammatical Range and Accuracy
	   6 or 7


The overall score for this essay:  6.75 = 6.5
I think the vast majority of examiners would give you 6.5 for this essay although they might use slightly different sub-scores to achieve that result.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

My Comments and Suggestions for Improvement

Task Response
Task Response Basics – 
Except for the word count, the other two points are not major factors in determining your TR sub-score but they do play a part.

	Word Count 

(Part of task response)
	380   Too many words to write a good essay (and a legible one) in 40 minutes. 329 or 330 words should be your maximum, at your current level.

	Included Personal Example 

(Part of task response). See note at the bottom of this page.
	Yes

	Uses “I” or “my” more than once to Express Opinion

This is what you are asked to do. It is possible to express your personal  opinion in formal, impersonal language but to a varying extent this is moving away from the task you are asked to do. 
	No.

	Repeats the Question Data in the First Paragraph

This is a weakness, not a strength. It does not necessarily lead to a loss of points but it is not the optimum way to write an IELTS Task 2 essay. See Note below.
	No, and that is good.


· Your main ideas are good but your emphasis in the first paragraph on the opinions of parents is irrelevant when answering the question, “(In your opinion) what are the advantages and disadvantages for the child of having a large number of toys?”

Irrelevancy is listed as a weakness for TR under Band 5.

I suggest you avoid the opening statement, “Peoples opinions differ” or similar opening statements because most Task 2 questions are about issues about which people have different opinions. In other words, “Peoples opinions differ” can easily be considered to be a template statement. Examiners are not very impressed by template statements, even if they are true. 
· Another irrelevant point is this: In the sentence, “There are toys which help develop certain skills for children, and these can act as a tool for parenting and education too”. The question asks you to write about the advantages and disadvantages for the child”, not for the parents. 
· The question, “What are the advantages and disadvantages for the child of having a large number of toys?” is a question that seems to be asking you to write facts, not your opinions.

Yes, it is a verifiable fact that children learn from playing with toys and, up to a certain point, the greater the variety and number of toys, the more they learn. But, as for the downsides of children having a large number of toys, the idea of "spoilt" children and children not valuing their possessions (or, taking them for granted) is getting into the realm of opinion rather than fact. Some people might even disagree that there is such a thing as a "spoilt child". For the majority of people who do agree that spoilt children do exist, their opinions would differ on how many toys is "too many".
In other words, you should write your opinion concerning the downsides of children having a large number of toys, including a statement on how many toys is “too many” (resulting in spoilt children). In order to write your opinions, you usually need to use the word, “I” at least once, or “In my opinion”. 

You did write, “parents should” in the last paragraph, which really means, “in my opinion parents should”. So I will accept that you expressed an opinion here.

· You should have written something about what constitutes “too many toys” (where “too many” = 过多, leading to problems). Instead, you simply wrote about “many” toys. 
Coherence and Cohesion
[See the notes below for what these words mean.]
· It is generally easy to follow your argument and the essay structure (the paragraphing) is good. However, your C&C score cannot be 8 or above because 8 requires you to manage all aspects of cohesion well but you have the following weaknesses:

· In the sentence, “There are toys which help develop certain skills for children, and these can act as a tool for parenting and education too”the meaning of the highlighted words is unclear. 
· For your last paragraph, you wrote, “In conclusion, although children are always attracted by new and interesting toys, to help develop positive and healthy habits for children, parents should avoid giving too much and whatever they ask for.” The pronoun, “they” in that sentence applies to the previous plural noun, “parents” but that is not your meaning. Using, “their children” here would be suitable. (This is also a grammatical error.)

· The same kind of error is repeated here: “Therefore, if parents could have their children to play with a variety of different toys, they would be able to gain more skills and increase creativity.”Use, “the children” instead of “they” here.
Lexical Resource
[This includes phrases, not just single words.]
On Wechat I wrote that you could not get a 7 for this because your style is excessively formal in tone because it is written too impersonally. For this particular essay question I can forgive you for that because the question wording did not explicitly ask you for your personal opinion, as it should! 

Yes, it is true that they want you to write in somewhat formal language but not as formal as you attempted. For example, you wrote, “On the other hand, the negative implications of giving too many toys to children are discussed in terms of cultivating some bad habits . . .”The words, “are discussed” are not suitable for a Task 2 essay, in my opinion. Those words are possibly suitable when writing the abstract (a summary) of a more formal (and longer) written report. 
The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments
	have negative implications in developing good habits for children
	have negative implications for the development of good habits for children
	

	toys play an important role in childhood to create fun and happy memories for children
	toys play an important role in childhood in creating fun and happy memories for children
	

	which is a great way to develop kids’ intelligence
	which is a great way to develop the intelligence of kids
	

	the habit of wasting and easily losing interest to new things
	the habit of wasting or easily losing interest to new things
	

	Another concern could be that with so many new toys to choose, children may easily lose interest in one toy and move on to the next one.
	Another possible concern is that with so many new toys to choose from, children may easily lose interest in one toy and move on to the next one.
	

	If children grow with this habit, they will lose interest to new things easily and it is more difficult for them to stay focused in certain field
	If children grow with this habit, they will lose interest to new things easily and will find it more difficult to stay focused on one thing 

Or

If children grow with this habit, they will lose interest to new things easily and will find it more difficult to stay focused on one activity
	“In certain field” should be, “in a certain field”. See the note I wrote previously about “a little word before a noun or noun phrase”. But “field” is not the best choice of word here.


Grammatical Range and Accuracy
The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments
	Moreover, some people noticed that children who have a lot of toys are more likely to share the toys with their friends
	Moreover, some people have noticed that children who have a lot of toys are more likely to share the toys with their friends
	Your sentence is past tense, which is only used when the reader also knows (or is told), when it happened. “Have noticed” is the present perfect tense, which just means, “in their experience”.

	which is also a good way to build relationship with others
	which is also a good way to build relationships with others
	This was probably just a “slip”, not a real error.

	It is possible that children could be spoiled in this way and they are less likely to cherish what they have
	It is possible that children could be spoiled in this way and be less likely to cherish what they have
Or

It is possible that children could be spoiled in this way and would be less likely to cherish what they have
	“They are” is present tense, which is used for a general truism. Don’t use the present tense when you write “could be”, “would be”, “might be”, or “may be”.

	. . . develop positive and healthy habits for children. parents should avoid giving . . . 
	. . . develop positive and healthy habits for children, parents should avoid giving . . . 
	

	parents should avoid giving too much and whatever they ask for
	parents should avoid giving them too many toys or whatever their children ask for
	“Too much” is possible, when speaking in general, but it is best to stick to the topic, which is about the number of toys.

	Therefore, if parents could have their children to play with a variety of different toys, they would be able to gain more skills and increase creativity.
	Therefore, if parents allow their children to play with a variety of different toys, the children will be able to gain more skills and increase their creativity.
	It’s better to use “if + present tense + will” here, not “if + could + would”.


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Notes
“Coherence” means, in general, “understandability”, especially how understandable your essay is as a whole, that is, as a logical argument to justify an opinion. To do this, you need to state your ideas clearly, organize your ideas logically and show examples where the reader might have trouble knowing exactly what you mean so that the reader feels he or she fully understands everything you are trying to express. (You don’t need examples of simple things – the reader is supposed to be an educated person, such as your university lecturer.)

If you make a lot of grammar and/or vocabulary errors, errors that are not just small errors but bad enough to make it difficult to understand your meaning, this will affect not only your grammar and vocabulary scores but also, to some extent, your coherence score.

And if you have no idea or very few ideas, it is difficult to write a very coherent answer. Erroneous ideas (such as misunderstanding the meaning of the question words) also damage the coherence of your answer.

“Cohesion” is an aspect of language that helps to make the language more coherent. Cohesion concerns the linkage of your ideas or, the language you use to link your sentences. Mostly, good cohesion is achieved by beginning sentences and paragraphs with certain “connecting words and phrases” such as. “On the other hand”. This linkage of ideas helps the ideas that you write “flow”, making them easier to follow.

Note about giving an example of personal experience

All essay questions include the words, “… and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience”.  This is not a suggestion but instead, is actually part of the instructions for writing the essay. That is, it is part of the task you are asked to do.

On the other hand, it is not ‘compulsory’ to do this. For example, if you cannot think of any relevant examples from your own knowledge or (your own) experience then you cannot do it. But it is a rare situation when a person cannot include such a personal note.

Most examiners do not give this item much weight but all examiners do give it some weight, some giving it more weight than others. Therefore, to gain as many points as you can, you should always try to include such an example (or two).

The words, “your own knowledge or experience” mean that it is personal, unique to you. As an example, you could write, “For example, my friend in high school, Wang Wei, ….”. But I think if you gave an example about your own country, then that would also satisfy this requirement. An example of that is, “For example, in my country, China, ….”.

Another point to notice is that any essay that includes personal experience is an essay that is not written at the highest level of formality. The essay should be written at a ‘medium’ level of formality, but not as informal as informal speech or as informal as some people might write in an email. In other words, it should be written in ‘educated English’ but, at the same time, should aim to communicate to the reader in a tone of communicating to another person. Those essays that attempt to ‘impress’ the examiner more than communicate to the examiner almost always score less than those essays that place more emphasis on clear communication.

Repeating the Question Data in The Introduction Paragraph
What are the weaknesses of repeating the question data in the first paragraph?
· It’s boring for the examiner to read because this data is not an original idea, opinion of expression of feeling from the essay writer.

· It sometimes feels insulting for an educated reader (the examiner) to be told well-known facts as if they were new facts. In English this is called, “insulting someone’s intelligence”.

· An IELTS candidate who is at a low level of English can learn to repeat the question data while at the same time trying to use synonyms in order not to repeat the data verbatim. On the other hand, a candidate who has a high level of English uses the opportunity to write a stronger, more original statement as the first sentence or two.

Chinese IELTS writing teachers and the textbooks they write are based on their training at university as high school English teachers. They learn different things at university such as business English communication and speechwriting / speech-giving. 

I believe they also learn how to write such materials as newspaper or magazine articles. As a result, many of them tend to write model Task 2 essays as if the reader had not read the question. A magazine or newspaper article should include in the introduction the kind of information that is written in the Task 2 question wording but the IELTS test is not exactly the same. 

The best idea is to imagine that the Writing test questions are written by your university lecturer and given to you as an assignment to write. The lecturer certainly doesn’t not want to be told facts that he himself has already told you, the student! In fact, if I recall correctly, many years ago the IELTS writing test used to say in the question wording, “Write a report for your university lecturer or an educated reader” or words similar to that.

If you don’t believe me, just look at any of the Task 2 essays in the Cambridge Practice test books that were written as “models” or that got a score of 7.0 or more. Those essays don’t repeat the question wording in the first two sentences of the first paragraph.

