Essay
It is true that we see an increase in crime rates in many countries. Personally, I believe that there are some key factors that lead to this result. 

First of all, it is undeniable that development of new technologies such as the Internet provided more opportunity for the encouragement of committing crimes. There are certain websites and social media groups that take people who successfully escaped from being caught committing crimes as heroes, and many teenagers have been misguided to try to be a hero as those criminals. Moreover, there are even some clients online pay a large amount of money to people who help committing crimes. Therefore, young people, especially teenagers who lack better understanding of the life consequences are easily to be misled and turned into criminals. Secondly, criminals are receiving less severe punishments compared to decades ago. For example, in ancient times, those who robbed or stole things would suffer huge tortures physically or were even killed. However, nowadays thieves might just go to jail for a few months, they are not threatened or scared of the legal regulations against committing crimes. Many countries even banish the application of death sentence so criminals believe that the society has been more tolerant to crimes than before.

 In order to tackle these problems, I think both the government and families play an important role to help reduce the crime rate. For the perspective of the parents, they are responsible to better educate young people to know the consequences of committing crimes for their personal development and for their life, as young people are easily influenced and lack experience. Furthermore, parents should have better control of the content teenagers are exposed and ensure that they are not being influenced by illegal content online and via other media. On the other hand, government should take more effective actions for criminals to be a better person. Apart from legal punishment such as going to the jails, criminals should be provided more ways to pay off the society. For example, more charity and volunteer work should be given for them to help people and to change themselves. It would be more effective when they have decided what kind of person they want to be in the society. 

In conclusion, with the introduction of new technology and media, the motivation of committing crimes is different from previous times. It is important to involve not only the government but also more citizens to help build a safer and better community for all. 

Report on Your Task 2 Essay 

(Your essay about crime)

See also the copies of the Band Descriptors for Task 2.

My Overall Advice

· Doing a good review of the grammar mistakes I point out will take you to an 8.0 standard. 
· Of course, you would need to write your essay in 40 minutes.
	Task Response
	    8 or 7

	Coherence and Cohesion
	    7

	Lexical Resource
	    7 

	Grammatical Range and Accuracy
	    6 or 7


The overall score for this essay: 7.0 
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My Comments and Suggestions for Improvement

Task Response

Task Response Basics – 

Except for the word count, the other two points are not major factors in determining your TR sub-score but they do play a part.

	Word Count 

(Part of task response)
	417  Too many to write in 40 minutes. Write 270 to 320 words. You need to make more general statements.

	Included Personal Example 

(Part of task response). See note at the bottom of this page.
	No

	Uses “I” or “my” more than once to Express Opinion

This is what you are asked to do. It is possible to express your personal  opinion in formal, impersonal language but to a varying extent this is moving away from the task you are asked to do. 
	No – your two uses of “I” seem a bit insufficient to make the reader feel that he or she is reading your personal opinions. 

	Repeats the Question Data in the First Paragraph

This is a weakness, not a strength. It does not necessarily lead to a loss of points but it is not the optimum way to write an IELTS Task 2 essay. See Note below.
	No


· Your ideas are excellent, although a few more descriptive examples would have made the essay easier to read.

· Beginning with, “It is true” is good.

· You wrote, “the motivation of committing crimes is different.” That statement seems too restrictive. You should have written, “part of the motivation for committing crimes is different” because there is never a single motivation (“is different”). Developments in modern technology & media surely cannot be the only source of motivation for committing a crime.
· You wrote, “Personally, I believe that there are some key factors that lead to this result.” That should be, “Personally, I believe that there are certain key factors that lead to this result.”  However, that whole statement feels like a template statement that could be used in almost all essays. Examiners don’t like essay templates.
· You wrote, “Apart from legal punishment such as going to the jails, criminals should be provided more ways to pay off the society. For example, more charity and volunteer work should be given for them to help people and to change themselves.” But the question asked you for suggestions on how to deal with the causes of crime. So your statement, although it is a good point, is irrelevent.
· You need to learn how to write more concisely, in order to do it in under 320 words. 

Coherence and Cohesion

[See the notes below for what these words mean.]

· Your second paragraph is rather “heavy” reading because you present so many facts, all crammed together in one paragraph. That paragraph should have been written as two or even three other paragraphs.

Grammar  and Lexical Resource

[This includes phrases, not just single words.]

The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments

	development of new technologies such as the Internet provided more opportunity
	development of new technologies such as the Internet has provided more opportunity
	Past tense requires specific time.

	many teenagers have been misguided to try to be a hero as those criminals
	many teenagers have been misguided into trying to be ‘heroes’, like those criminals
	

	there are even some clients online pay a large amount of money
	there are even some clients online paying a large amount of money
	

	people who help committing crimes
	people who encourage crime.
	I suggest only following “help” with something good or positive. 

	teenagers who lack better understanding
	teenagers who lack a good understanding

or 

teenagers who have little or no understanding

or

teenagers who have an immature understanding


	“better” is a comparative word – better than what?

	understanding of the life consequences
	understanding of the consequences

or

understanding of the personal consequences

or

understanding of the consequences to their lives


	There is no compound noun in English, “life consequence”.

	are easily to be misled
	are easily misled
	

	Many countries even banish the application of death sentence
	Many countries have even banished the application of the death penalty

Or

Many countries even ban the application of the death sentence


	

	In order to tackle these problems, I think both the government and families play an important role to help reduce the crime rate.
	In order to tackle these problems, I suggest both the government and families play an important role to help reduce the crime rate.

Or

In order to tackle these problems, I think both the government and families should play an important role to help reduce the crime rate.
	The essay question words, “How can we deal with those causes?” is asking for your suggestion.

Instead of “should” you could use, “need to”, “must”, “have to” . . . 

	For the perspective of the parents
	From the perspective of the parents
	

	they are responsible to better educate young people to know the consequences of committing crimes for their personal development and for their life, as young people are easily influenced and lack experience.
	they are responsible for educating young people to know the consequences of committing crimes for their personal development and for their life, as young people are easily influenced and lack experience.
	“responsible to better educate” could also be rewritten as, “responsible for properly educating”

	Furthermore, parents should have better control of the content teenagers are exposed
	Furthermore, parents should have better control of the content teenagers are exposed to
	

	On the other hand, government should take more effective actions for criminals to be a better person.
	On the other hand, government should take more effective actions (or, measures) towards rehabilitating criminals into being  better people.
	

	Apart from legal punishment such as going to the jails
	Apart from legal punishment such as going to jail
	

	more ways to pay off the society
	more ways to repay society
	

	more charity and volunteer work should be given for them
	more charity and volunteer work should be given to them
	

	what kind of person they want to be in the society
	what kind of person they want to be in society
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Notes

“Coherence” means, in general, “understandability”, especially how understandable your essay is as a whole, that is, as a logical argument to justify an opinion. To do this, you need to state your ideas clearly, organize your ideas logically and show examples where the reader might have trouble knowing exactly what you mean so that the reader feels he or she fully understands everything you are trying to express. (You don’t need examples of simple things – the reader is supposed to be an educated person, such as your university lecturer.)

If you make a lot of grammar and/or vocabulary errors, errors that are not just small errors but bad enough to make it difficult to understand your meaning, this will affect not only your grammar and vocabulary scores but also, to some extent, your coherence score.

And if you have no idea or very few ideas, it is difficult to write a very coherent answer. Erroneous ideas (such as misunderstanding the meaning of the question words) also damage the coherence of your answer.

“Cohesion” is an aspect of language that helps to make the language more coherent. Cohesion concerns the linkage of your ideas or, the language you use to link your sentences. Mostly, good cohesion is achieved by beginning sentences and paragraphs with certain “connecting words and phrases” such as. “On the other hand”. This linkage of ideas helps the ideas that you write “flow”, making them easier to follow.

Note about giving an example of personal experience

All essay questions include the words, “… and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience”.  This is not a suggestion but instead, is actually part of the instructions for writing the essay. That is, it is part of the task you are asked to do.

On the other hand, it is not ‘compulsory’ to do this. For example, if you cannot think of any relevant examples from your own knowledge or (your own) experience then you cannot do it. But it is a rare situation when a person cannot include such a personal note.

Most examiners do not give this item much weight but all examiners do give it some weight, some giving it more weight than others. Therefore, to gain as many points as you can, you should always try to include such an example (or two).

The words, “your own knowledge or experience” mean that it is personal, unique to you. As an example, you could write, “For example, my friend in high school, Wang Wei, ….”. But I think if you gave an example about your own country, then that would also satisfy this requirement. An example of that is, “For example, in my country, China, ….”.

Another point to notice is that any essay that includes personal experience is an essay that is not written at the highest level of formality. The essay should be written at a ‘medium’ level of formality, but not as informal as informal speech or as informal as some people might write in an email. In other words, it should be written in ‘educated English’ but, at the same time, should aim to communicate to the reader in a tone of communicating to another person. Those essays that attempt to ‘impress’ the examiner more than communicate to the examiner almost always score less than those essays that place more emphasis on clear communication.

Repeating the Question Data in The Introduction Paragraph

What are the weaknesses of repeating the question data in the first paragraph?

· It’s boring for the examiner to read because this data is not an original idea, opinion of expression of feeling from the essay writer.

· It sometimes feels insulting for an educated reader (the examiner) to be told well-known facts as if they were new facts. In English this is called, “insulting someone’s intelligence”.

· An IELTS candidate who is at a low level of English can learn to repeat the question data while at the same time trying to use synonyms in order not to repeat the data verbatim. On the other hand, a candidate who has a high level of English uses the opportunity to write a stronger, more original statement as the first sentence or two.

Chinese IELTS writing teachers and the textbooks they write are based on their training at university as high school English teachers. They learn different things at university such as business English communication and speechwriting / speech-giving. 

I believe they also learn how to write such materials as newspaper or magazine articles. As a result, many of them tend to write model Task 2 essays as if the reader had not read the question. A magazine or newspaper article should include in the introduction the kind of information that is written in the Task 2 question wording but the IELTS test is not exactly the same. 

The best idea is to imagine that the Writing test questions are written by your university lecturer and given to you as an assignment to write. The lecturer certainly doesn’t not want to be told facts that he himself has already told you, the student! In fact, if I recall correctly, many years ago the IELTS writing test used to say in the question wording, “Write a report for your university lecturer or an educated reader” or words similar to that.

If you don’t believe me, just look at any of the Task 2 essays in the Cambridge Practice test books that were written as “models” or that got a score of 7.0 or more. Those essays don’t repeat the question wording in the first two sentences of the first paragraph.
