Schools should concentrate on teaching students the academic subjects that will be useful for their future careers. Subjects such as music and sports are not useful. To what extent do you agree or disagree?
It is believed that schools are advised to focus on academic learning instead of teaching their students arts or sports skills. I agree with this view, although an over reliance may have negative effects on people who have a talent for art or sport.
Academic subjects can lay a foundation for students’ further study and career, thereby being beneficial for their personal develop. For one thing, those core subjects such as math and science subjects equipped students with some basic theories and formulas, which is the prerequisite for learning the subject in depth. Therefore, early acquisition about the knowledge can facilitate students who prepare to be experts of his leaning area. That is why doctors are generally the ones who perform well academically in their early years. For another, through the academic learning, people can get some skills and shape a good habit for life. Literacy skills are normally formed by academic learning in schools. Once people get this skill, they are more likely to shape the habit of reading, which is beneficial for a lifetime.
Having said that, however, the focus on mainstream courses may have negative effects on some students since they may miss the opportunity of develop their inner talent. If students and teachers are given the concept that only academic subjects are the useful ones and succeed in those ones are their goal, music and sport classes will gradually lose their significance. Teachers who teach those subjects may not make efforts to make sure that everyone enjoys the class. Even those who love arts or sports by nature will lose the interest and not be recognised and consequently lose the chance to be trained into a professional musician or sportsman.
In conclusion, academic preparation is necessary in primary and secondary schools because it can benefit most people both in a short term and long term, although a priority on academic learning may leave some art or sports talents unrecognized.
 

Word count = 323
Report on Your Task 2 Essay 

(Your essay about academic subjects at school.)
See also the copies of the Band Descriptors for Task 2.

My Overall Advice
· Try to improve your vocabulary & grammar, which are your weakest points. You are really not too bad in both of those areas but there were a few too many relatively minor errors in those areas. 
· Be more exact on answering a “To what extent do you agree or disagree?” question. See http://ielts-yasi.englishlab.net/TO_WHAT_EXTENT.htm
· Include at least something, even a small comment, to address the task, “… and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience”.

· Try to expand and deepen your ideas or points a little.
	Task Response
	 7 (or 6) 

	Coherence and Cohesion
	 8 (or 7) 

	Lexical Resource
	 6 (or 7)

	Grammatical Range and Accuracy
	 6 (or 7)


The overall score for this essay:  6.75 = 6.5

Some of the more lenient (or generous) examiners might give you 7 for vocab and/or grammar but I think the majority would be quite strict and would probably feel you are not quite a 7 in those areas. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

My Comments and Suggestions for Improvement

Task Response
Task Response Basics – 
Except for the word count, the other two points are not major factors in determining your TR sub-score but they do play a part.

	Word Count 

(Part of task response)
	323 good

	Included Personal Example or example from personal knowledge or experience

 (Part of task response). See note at the bottom of this page.
	No

	Uses “I” or “my” more than once to Express Opinion

This is what you are asked to do. It is possible to express your personal  opinion in formal, impersonal language but to a varying extent this is moving away from the task you are asked to do. 
	No. Try to write the essay to express your personal opinion more, rather than avoiding personalizing the essay by avoiding the use of “I”. That is, use a variety of “I believe”, “I think”, “I feel”, “I am convinced that” etc.

	Repeats the Question Data in the First Paragraph

This is a weakness, not a strength. It does not necessarily lead to a loss of points but it is not the optimum way to write an IELTS Task 2 essay. See Note below.
	Yes, more or less.


· Some examiners might give you only 6 for TR because of all the cumulative weaknesses in this area but others would probably give you 7.

· Your first sentence, “It is believed that schools are advised to focus on academic learning instead of teaching their students arts or sports skills” has several weaknesses. 1) It is an attempt to basically repeat the question wording. 2) I suggest avoiding the passive voice (“it is believed”) whenever possible. 3) Who “advises” the schools? Yes, the government sets the school curricula but this is not simply “advice”. 
I suggest a beginning like the following, which acknowledges the question wording but does not repeat it as if you are giving the reader new information – “Although I fully agree that schools should focus on the teaching of academic subjects that will be useful in the students’ future careers, I completely disagree that subjects such as art and sport are “useless” in terms of a career. Granted, such subjects have no direct usefulness in most people’s working lives but I do firmly believe that students derive some benefits from those subjects that will indirectly enhance their careers.”

From that introduction, you can see that if I were writing the essay I would try to point out these indirect benefits such as 1) learning teamwork from playing team sports 2) learning how to compete from competitive sport 3) learning how to plan and complete a project in stages that one learns from creating and completing a painting . . . etc. (maybe you can think of other benefits from art & sport).
· Notice that the words “fully” and “completely” give information about the extent to which you agree or disagree. Your words, “although an over reliance may have negative effects on people who have a talent for art or sport” are not stating directly enough the extent of your agreement, even though you might think that they do. Your words, “I agree with this view” would be answering the question, “To what extent?” much better if you had written, “completely agree”, “fully agree” etc.
· You didn’t fully analyze the meaning of the question. The sentence, “Subjects such as music and sports are not useful” implies that these subjects are not useful in people’s careers since “useful” was used in the first sentence of the question, and I think it would be best to clarify that this is what you are writing about. 
However, the fact that the words “not useful” are used alone, without saying “not useful in their careers” could be commented on i.e., you could mention that, although the main purpose of education is to prepare people for a life of work, life is not only about work but also involves leisure and cultural activities. But I think it would be better to focus on the question of how useful art and sport is in the future careers of students. Just mention this “education for living” in passing.
· I think you focused a little too much on the singular idea that some people have talents in sport or art that could lead to careers in those areas. Yes, this is a valid point that should be mentioned but we know that careers in those areas are limited, even for talented people – only the most talented can make a career from these talents. 

You did state that some people who have talents in these areas might lose interest but this point of “interest” could have been expanded. There are many who might not be especially talented in these areas but are very interested in these areas. Then you could have mentioned the fact that in the future, the entertainment, cultural and leisure industries will increasingly play a part in everyone’s life because people will have more leisure time in the future and career opportunities will expand in these areas even if one is personally not highly talented in the arts or sport. For example, sports journalism, sports and exercise training, the teaching of art for leisure will provide more & more career opportunities for people in the future. Overall, these points probably should have been discussed (in a summarized form) in two paragraphs – summarized form because a 300-word essay really is just a concise summary of a discussion.
· So, from the points I have mentioned above, you can see that if your ideas or points were expanded from what you wrote, you would have discussed the question more fully.

· Your second paragraph mentions “habits for life” but this is irrelevant to the topic, which is about learning skills and knowledge in preparation for a career. 

Similarly, in the same paragraph, you mentioned, “thereby being beneficial for their personal develop(ment)”. The topic is academic subjects in relation to careers!
Coherence and Cohesion
[See the notes below for what these words mean.]
· The essay structure is good.

· The coherence of the essay as a whole is good = I understand your main points.

· However – “although an over reliance may have negative effects” should be, “although an over reliance on academic subjects may have negative effects”
· “That is why doctors are generally the ones who perform well academically in their early years.” I know what you mean but this was not stated (explained) clearly enough. => For example, the ones who perform the best in mathematics and science at school, are the ones who study medicine and engineering at university.
· “. . . music and sport classes will gradually lose their significance. Teachers who teach those subjects may not make efforts to make sure that everyone enjoys the class.” Better would be to add, “As a result,” => “. . . music and sport classes will gradually lose their significance.  As a result, teachers of those subjects may not make efforts to make sure that everyone enjoys or is interested in their classes.”
Lexical Resource
[This includes phrases, not just single words.]
· Unfortunately, I think you made a few too many minor errors to get a 7 for this. I would say you are “a strong 6, close to 7” for vocabulary.

The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments
	thereby being beneficial for their personal develop
	thereby being beneficial for their personal development
	

	Therefore, early acquisition about the knowledge can facilitate students who prepare to be experts of his leaning area.
	Therefore, early acquisition of this knowledge can facilitate students to prepare to be experts in these areas.
Or

Therefore, early acquisition of this knowledge can facilitate students who are preparing to be experts in these areas

	

	Having said that, however,
	On the other hand, 
	Since you are writing, not speaking, “having said that” seems inappropriate. But it would be good to use that expression in a spoken discussion.

Also, even when speaking, the word “however” usually does not follow that expression because “having said that” itself has the meaning of, “however”.

	they may miss the opportunity of develop their inner talent
	they may miss the opportunity to develop their inner talent
	

	If students and teachers are given the concept that only academic subjects are the useful ones
	If students and teachers have the idea that only academic subjects are the useful ones

Or

If students and teachers have the attitude that only academic subjects are the useful ones

Or

If students and teachers believe that only academic subjects are the useful ones
	“concept” and “idea” are similar but not exactly the same and I feel that “concept” here isn’t very suitable, although “idea” could be suitable. The main “error” here is using the word, “given”, which may be true but some people might generate this idea themselves without it being “given” to them. Overall, this is not a major error.

	benefit most people both in a short term and long term
	benefit most people both in the short term and the long term
	“the short term” & “the long term” is what we say in English.


Grammatical Range and Accuracy
The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments
	For one thing, those core subjects such as math and science subjects equipped students with some basic theories and formulas, which is the prerequisite for learning the subject in depth.
	For one thing, those core subjects such as math and science subjects equip students with some basic theories and formulas, which are the prerequisites for learning the subject in depth.
	“basic theories & formulas” is plural => therefore, “which are the prerequisites”

	the concept that only academic subjects are the useful ones and succeed in those ones are their goal
	the concept that only academic subjects are the useful ones and success in those ones is their goal
or

the concept that only academic subjects are the useful ones and succeeding in those ones is their goal

	Succeed => really a vocab error

	will lose the interest and not be recognised and consequently lose the chance to be trained into a professional musician or sportsman.

	will possibly lose interest, not be recognised and consequently miss the chance to be trained as professional musicians or athletes.


	“Will” is 100% certain. Better would be to use, “might” or “will possibly”.

“lose the interest” is possible but “lose interest” is better.

A “sportsman” is only describing males – “athletes” is better because it can be applied to both males & females.

Try to avoid too many “and” in one sentence.

You used “lose” twice in this one sentence which is not “wrong” but using “miss the chance” would be an improvement.


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Notes
“Coherence” means, in general, “understandability”, especially how understandable your essay is as a whole, that is, as a logical argument to justify an opinion. To do this, you need to state your ideas clearly, organize your ideas logically and show examples where the reader might have trouble knowing exactly what you mean so that the reader feels he or she fully understands everything you are trying to express. (You don’t need examples of simple things – the reader is supposed to be an educated person, such as your university lecturer.)

If you make a lot of grammar and/or vocabulary errors, errors that are not just small errors but bad enough to make it difficult to understand your meaning, this will affect not only your grammar and vocabulary scores but also, to some extent, your coherence score.

And if you have no idea or very few ideas, it is difficult to write a very coherent answer. Erroneous ideas (such as misunderstanding the meaning of the question words) also damage the coherence of your answer.

“Cohesion” is an aspect of language that helps to make the language more coherent. Cohesion concerns the linkage of your ideas or, the language you use to link your sentences. Mostly, good cohesion is achieved by beginning sentences and paragraphs with certain “connecting words and phrases” such as. “On the other hand”. This linkage of ideas helps the ideas that you write “flow”, making them easier to follow.

Note about giving an example of personal experience

All essay questions include the words, “… and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience”.  This is not a suggestion but instead, is actually part of the instructions for writing the essay. That is, it is part of the task you are asked to do.

On the other hand, it is not ‘compulsory’ to do this. For example, if you cannot think of any relevant examples from your own knowledge or (your own) experience then you cannot do it. But it is a rare situation when a person cannot include such a personal note.

Most examiners do not give this item much weight but all examiners do give it some weight, some giving it more weight than others. Therefore, to gain as many points as you can, you should always try to include such an example (or two).

The words, “your own knowledge or experience” mean that it is personal, unique to you. As an example, you could write, “For example, my friend in high school, Wang Wei, ….”. But I think if you gave an example about your own country, then that would also satisfy this requirement. An example of that is, “For example, in my country, China, ….”.

Another point to notice is that any essay that includes personal experience is an essay that is not written at the highest level of formality. The essay should be written at a ‘medium’ level of formality, but not as informal as informal speech or as informal as some people might write in an email. In other words, it should be written in ‘educated English’ but, at the same time, should aim to communicate to the reader in a tone of communicating to another person. Those essays that attempt to ‘impress’ the examiner more than communicate to the examiner almost always score less than those essays that place more emphasis on clear communication.

Repeating the Question Data in The Introduction Paragraph
What are the weaknesses of repeating the question data in the first paragraph?
· It’s boring for the examiner to read because this data is not an original idea, opinion of expression of feeling from the essay writer.

· It sometimes feels insulting for an educated reader (the examiner) to be told well-known facts as if they were new facts. In English this is called, “insulting someone’s intelligence”.

· An IELTS candidate who is at a low level of English can learn to repeat the question data while at the same time trying to use synonyms in order not to repeat the data verbatim. On the other hand, a candidate who has a high level of English uses the opportunity to write a stronger, more original statement as the first sentence or two.

Chinese IELTS writing teachers and the textbooks they write are based on their training at university as high school English teachers. They learn different things at university such as business English communication and speechwriting / speech-giving. 

I believe they also learn how to write such materials as newspaper or magazine articles. As a result, many of them tend to write model Task 2 essays as if the reader had not read the question. A magazine or newspaper article should include in the introduction the kind of information that is written in the Task 2 question wording but the IELTS test is not exactly the same. 

The best idea is to imagine that the Writing test questions are written by your university lecturer and given to you as an assignment to write. The lecturer certainly doesn’t not want to be told facts that he himself has already told you, the student! In fact, if I recall correctly, many years ago the IELTS writing test used to say in the question wording, “Write a report for your university lecturer or an educated reader” or words similar to that.

If you don’t believe me, just look at any of the Task 2 essays in the Cambridge Practice test books that were written as “models” or that got a score of 7.0 or more. Those essays don’t repeat the question wording in the first two sentences of the first paragraph.

