There are more and more people making friends by using social network websites and internet chat rooms. Some people say that this is a good thing. Others say that people should make new friends face-to-face. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
 

In which way should we make new friends has been long debated in society. While some people think it is beneficial for us to make new friends online, I believe the conventional method of making friends face-to-face is more appropriate.
 

I can understand why some people prefer to make friends virtually. One obvious reason is that it is so convenient that modern people are connected to the internet at any time regardless where they are. We are so used to join a wi-fi or use our 4G to catch up with the latest news and make a contribution through social network applications. The process is just instant with little effort and we tend to meet new people with the same interest as we do it.
 

With that said, the friends we make on-online are very likely to be superficial. Most of the time, people online seem attractive to us because we are interested in what they say. We come to see our thoughts in their words, and this is the prompt for us to make friends. However, the words people post online may not fully represent the persona of them. This is why we frequently get disappointed when we meet net friends in reality.
 

On the other hand, I think that meeting people face-to-face is easier to judge whether a person is compatible to us. This is because in this way, we can have a whole picture of the person and we can have a chat if we would like to. Even if this face-to-face occasion is a random party, people whom we will start a talk with will be those who have a pleasant personality. 
 

In conclusion, although it is so catchy these days to make friends with the help of the internet, true friendships can only be formed with proximity and personal contact. Therefore, if one is looking to make friends, doing so in person is a better option compared with find someone online.
 

WORD COUNT = 326
Report on Your Task 2 Essay 

(Your essay about making friends online.)
See also the copies of the Band Descriptors for Task 2.

My Overall Advice
· I liked the way your discussion of the topic seemed to “flow”, almost as if you were speaking. This is a good trait.

· I think many, if not most examiners would give you a “low 7” for both vocab & grammar but even if you got 6 for one of them, your overall score would still be 7.0.

· You seem to be making the grammatical mistake of not correctly using verbal nouns (gerunds, verb +ing) such as “joining”, “using” & “finding”.
	Task Response
	  7 

	Coherence and Cohesion
	  8 or 9  

	Lexical Resource
	  7 or 6

	Grammatical Range and Accuracy
	  7 or 6


The overall score for this essay:  7.25 = 7.0
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My Comments and Suggestions for Improvement

Task Response
Task Response Basics – 
Except for the word count, the other two points are not major factors in determining your TR sub-score but they do play a part.

	Word Count 

(Part of task response)
	326 good

	Included Personal Example or example from personal knowledge or experience

 (Part of task response). See note at the bottom of this page.
	NO! You MUST  at least include a little example, even a short statement in a few words, to satisfy this point. For example, where you wrote, “This is why we frequently get disappointed when we meet net friends in reality” you could have added, “at least I was disappointed when I met one young man in person who I had earlier chatted with online.”  

	Uses “I” or “my” more than once to Express Opinion

This is what you are asked to do. It is possible to express your personal  opinion in formal, impersonal language but to a varying extent this is moving away from the task you are asked to do. 
	Yes, but it still could be better.

For example, “true friendships can only be formed with proximity and personal contact. Therefore, if one is looking to make friends, doing so in person is a better option compared with find someone online” would seem more like your personal opinion if you had  if you had used one or more of, “I think”, “I believe”, “I feel”, “I am convinced”, “I am sure” to express those words.

	Repeats the Question Data in the First Paragraph

This is a weakness, not a strength. It does not necessarily lead to a loss of points but it is not the optimum way to write an IELTS Task 2 essay. See Note below.
	No


· Your opening sentence, “In which way should we make new friends has been long debated in society” was a good attempt to introduce the topic but it doesn’t impress me, really, because I don’t believe it has “long been debated in society”! A better opening sentence, and one that is closer to the specific question would be, “In this age of the internet, the question of whether making friends on the internet is a good thing has arisen.” That alludes to the question wording without actually repeating it. Or, “In this modern age of the internet, new issues concerning making friends online have arisen, issues that did not exist before we had the internet.”
· I also think you could have addressed the exact wording of the question more accurately – “Some people say that this is a good thing. Others say that people should make new friends face-to-face.” That second sentence does not say, “instead of making friends online”. Your essay assumes that this is what it means. Is it not possible to make friends both ways?
· There is also the point that when people use video to chat online the situation is actually very close to meeting someone face-to-face.
Coherence and Cohesion
[See the notes below for what these words mean.]
· Good

Lexical Resource
[This includes phrases, not just single words.]
The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments
	While some people think it is beneficial for us to make new friends online
	While some people think making new friends online has benefits
	“Beneficial” is close to, “has benefits” but “beneficial” is more like, “it is good for you”, like doing exercise and eating a good diet is beneficial for your health.

	I can understand why some people prefer to make friends virtually. One obvious reason is that it is so convenient that modern people are connected to the internet at any time regardless where they are. We are so used to join a wi-fi or use our 4G to catch up with the latest news and make a contribution through social network applications.
	I can understand why some people prefer to make friends virtually. One obvious reason is that it is very convenient for modern people to be connected to the internet at any time regardless of where they are. We are so used to joining a wi-fi network or using our 4G to catch up with the latest news and make a contribution to group chats on social media apps.
	Repeating “so” in two consecutive sentences doesn’t “sound” so good – it sounds a bit repetitious.

I think you should specify what you “contribute” to.

“Social network applications (apps)” is how the Chinese say it but really, most English speakers call it “social media”

	The process is just instant with little effort and we tend to meet new people with the same interest as we do it.

	The process is almost instantaneous, with little effort, and we tend to meet new people with the same interests when we do it.
Or

The process is almost instantaneous, with little effort, and we tend to meet new people with the same interests that we have.
	I am not sure what you mean by, “as we do it”.

	With that said, the friends we make on-online are very likely to be superficial.
	Despite the ease of making initial contact, the friendships we make on-online are very likely to be superficial.
	I wouldn’t use, “With that said” in an essay because you are not “speaking” – you’re writing. (. . . although some examiners might think it’s OK in an essay.) But it’s a good expression to use in the speaking test.

From what you wrote in that paragraph, I feel that you mean that the friendships (the relationships) are superficial rather than the people being superficial. Yes, you can call a person “superficial”, meaning that the image that this person projects is not matched by any depth.

	We come to see our thoughts in their words, and this is the prompt for us to make friends.
	We come to see our thoughts in their words, and this is what prompts us to imagine that we have found a new friend.
	

	However, the words people post online may not fully represent the persona of them.
	However, the words people post online may not fully represent their real persona.
Or

However, the words people post online may not fully represent the real person.
Or

However, the words people post online may not fully represent their real personality.
	

	although it is so catchy these days
	although it is so fashionable these days
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Grammatical Range and Accuracy
The table shows your errors & suggestions for improvement even if your language does not exactly contain an “error”

          Error                             Correction                          Comments
	In which way should we make new friends has been long debated in society
	The way n which we should make new friends has been long debated in society
	

	I think that meeting people face-to-face is easier to judge whether a person is compatible to us.
	I think it is easier to judge whether a person is compatible with us when we meet them face-to-face.
	

	Even if this face-to-face occasion is a random party
	Even if the occasion of this face-to-face meeting is a random party
Or

Even if this face-to-face meeting is at a random party
	What’s a “random party”?

	people whom we will start a talk with will be those who have a pleasant personality
	people whom we start a chat with are usually  those who have a pleasant personality
or

people who we start a conversation with are usually  those who have a pleasant personality
	Why use “will” when speaking in general?

“Who” is not wrong, although, strict grammar rules say we should use “whom” when we say “with” , “to”, “from” etc. If “whom” and “with” are separated, i.e., if you don’t write, “with whom” then that second example of mine, using “who” is acceptable. But “people with who we start a conversation are usually . . .” is not acceptable.

	Therefore, if one is looking to make friends, doing so in person is a better option compared with find someone online.
	Therefore, if one is looking to make friends, doing so in person is a better option compared with finding someone online.
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Notes
“Coherence” means, in general, “understandability”, especially how understandable your essay is as a whole, that is, as a logical argument to justify an opinion. To do this, you need to state your ideas clearly, organize your ideas logically and show examples where the reader might have trouble knowing exactly what you mean so that the reader feels he or she fully understands everything you are trying to express. (You don’t need examples of simple things – the reader is supposed to be an educated person, such as your university lecturer.)

If you make a lot of grammar and/or vocabulary errors, errors that are not just small errors but bad enough to make it difficult to understand your meaning, this will affect not only your grammar and vocabulary scores but also, to some extent, your coherence score.

And if you have no idea or very few ideas, it is difficult to write a very coherent answer. Erroneous ideas (such as misunderstanding the meaning of the question words) also damage the coherence of your answer.

“Cohesion” is an aspect of language that helps to make the language more coherent. Cohesion concerns the linkage of your ideas or, the language you use to link your sentences. Mostly, good cohesion is achieved by beginning sentences and paragraphs with certain “connecting words and phrases” such as. “On the other hand”. This linkage of ideas helps the ideas that you write “flow”, making them easier to follow.

Note about giving an example of personal experience

All essay questions include the words, “… and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience”.  This is not a suggestion but instead, is actually part of the instructions for writing the essay. That is, it is part of the task you are asked to do.

On the other hand, it is not ‘compulsory’ to do this. For example, if you cannot think of any relevant examples from your own knowledge or (your own) experience then you cannot do it. But it is a rare situation when a person cannot include such a personal note.

Most examiners do not give this item much weight but all examiners do give it some weight, some giving it more weight than others. Therefore, to gain as many points as you can, you should always try to include such an example (or two).

The words, “your own knowledge or experience” mean that it is personal, unique to you. As an example, you could write, “For example, my friend in high school, Wang Wei, ….”. But I think if you gave an example about your own country, then that would also satisfy this requirement. An example of that is, “For example, in my country, China, ….”.

Another point to notice is that any essay that includes personal experience is an essay that is not written at the highest level of formality. The essay should be written at a ‘medium’ level of formality, but not as informal as informal speech or as informal as some people might write in an email. In other words, it should be written in ‘educated English’ but, at the same time, should aim to communicate to the reader in a tone of communicating to another person. Those essays that attempt to ‘impress’ the examiner more than communicate to the examiner almost always score less than those essays that place more emphasis on clear communication.

Repeating the Question Data in The Introduction Paragraph
What are the weaknesses of repeating the question data in the first paragraph?
· It’s boring for the examiner to read because this data is not an original idea, opinion of expression of feeling from the essay writer.

· It sometimes feels insulting for an educated reader (the examiner) to be told well-known facts as if they were new facts. In English this is called, “insulting someone’s intelligence”.

· An IELTS candidate who is at a low level of English can learn to repeat the question data while at the same time trying to use synonyms in order not to repeat the data verbatim. On the other hand, a candidate who has a high level of English uses the opportunity to write a stronger, more original statement as the first sentence or two.

Chinese IELTS writing teachers and the textbooks they write are based on their training at university as high school English teachers. They learn different things at university such as business English communication and speechwriting / speech-giving. 

I believe they also learn how to write such materials as newspaper or magazine articles. As a result, many of them tend to write model Task 2 essays as if the reader had not read the question. A magazine or newspaper article should include in the introduction the kind of information that is written in the Task 2 question wording but the IELTS test is not exactly the same. 

The best idea is to imagine that the Writing test questions are written by your university lecturer and given to you as an assignment to write. The lecturer certainly doesn’t not want to be told facts that he himself has already told you, the student! In fact, if I recall correctly, many years ago the IELTS writing test used to say in the question wording, “Write a report for your university lecturer or an educated reader” or words similar to that.

If you don’t believe me, just look at any of the Task 2 essays in the Cambridge Practice test books that were written as “models” or that got a score of 7.0 or more. Those essays don’t repeat the question wording in the first two sentences of the first paragraph.

